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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library: 

The  American  Numismatic  Society 

BA40.ArBi : 1990 : RHSC 
ARNOLD-BIUCCHI , CARMEN 

The  Randazzo  Hoard  1980  and  Sici lian  Chronology  in  the  Early 
Fifth  Century  B.C. 

Pub.  1990,  77pp,  w/plates. 

David  Kwapisz 

BDlO.ChhB: 1986 : GGCBH 
CHHABRA,  BAHADUR  CHAND 

Catalogue  of  the  Gupta  gold,  coins  of  the  Bay  ana  hoard  in  the 
Rational  ttuseum. 

Pub.  1986,  148pp,  w/plates. 

Jack  Lewis 


PA70.CurJ : 1954:PECMT 
CURT0,  JAMES  F. 

Post  exchange , canteen  and  other  military  tokens. 

Pub.  1954,  42pp,  illus. 
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FA 1 0 . He  s A : R98 1 : UC 
HESS,  ADOLPH 

George  F . UZex  collection.  Munzen  und  medaillen  von  Ford- 
Central  - und  Sud-Ameriha. 

1981  reprint  of  1908  work,  173pp,  w/plates. 

CC50.KenR: 1964 : UCW 
KENNEY,  RICHARD  D. 

Unofficial  coins  of  the  world. 

Pub.  1964,  40pp,  illus. 


PL20.RemA: 1968: CCA 
REMMELTS,  A.  A. 

Chinese  charms  and  amulets. 
Pub.  1968,  28pp,  w/62  plates. 

Miscellaneous  Sources 


JM80. RavT : 1988: BSAR 
RAVDINA,  TAMARA  VLADIMIVONNA 

Burial  sites  on  the  territory  of  ancient  Russia  of  the  10th 
and  11th  centuries  that  contained  coins.  (Russian  text). 
(233  sites  described,  archival  sources,  bibliography,  and 
an  index  of  the  coins  involved.) 

Pub.  1988,  150pp,  w/14  plates. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Thomas 
Schil linger  for  the  donation  of  additional  numismatic  material. 

III.  From  time  to  time  we  use  the  words  "miscellaneous  sources"  when 
listing  origin  of  a gift.  Happily  it  is  not  too  often,  but  what  it 
means  is  that  we  have  lost  the  record  showing  who  donated  the  book. 
While  there  may  be  a reason  why  a book  is  not  listed  (a  duplicate,  or 
one  on  modern  American  coins),  if  your  books  shows  up  under  the  above 
title  would  you  please  drop  the  Library  a line  and  let  us  know  that 
you  were  the  donee.  Please  also  remember  that  due  to  the  time  lag 
between  receiving  and  publishing  it  will  be  several  months  between 
gift  and  acknowledgement.  More  if  the  book  must  be  sent  to  a trans- 
lator for  review. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

********************************************************************** 

CLASSIFICATION  AND  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  TURKISH  REPUBLICAN  COINAGE  - 
CORRECTION  AND  ADDENDA  

Readers  of  Prof.  T.  S.  Arda ' s article  above,  published  in  the  March, 
1991  issue,  pp66-71,  should  note  that  in  the  Fifth  Series  the  crescent 
changes  its  direction  at  the  end  of  1981  and  not  1984. 

Also,  due  to  the  recent  sale  by  the  Turkish  Mint  of  the  1989  and  1990 
mint  sets,  the  table  No.  6 can  be  amended  to  include  25,  10,  5 and  1 
lira  coins  in  the  1989  series  (configurations  like  the  5th  series), 
and  a 50  lira  coin  in  the  1990  series.  These  coins  have  a one  or  two 
Rarity  classification. 
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ON  SAKA  1648-49 
COINS  OF  SIVA  SIMHA 

Jai  Prakash  Singh 3 Shillong 3 India 


Coins  of  King  Siva  Simha  (1714-1744)  of  Assam,  additionally  bearing 
the  names  Phulesvari  alias  Pramathesvari , struck  for  the  Saka  years 
1648-49  (A.D.  1726-27),  are  very  important.!  These  coins  are  issued 
in  three  varieties,  that  may  be  determined  on  the  basis  of  the  change 
in  legend,  language  and  script.  These  are  as  follows: 


With  Queen's  name  Phulesvari  (rev.)  and  date  Saka  1648  (obv.) 

a)  Perhaps  the  earliest  coins  of  §aka  1648,  are?those  on  which 
the  Queen  is  mentioned  as  mahisi  Phulesvari.  These  coins 
were  first  issued  in  1646  (A.D’.  1724).  The  last  known 
specimens  of  these  rupees  were  struck  in  §aka  1650  (A.D. 
1628).  No  coins  with  this  name  are  known  for  any  subsequent 
year. 


With  Queen's  name  Pramathesvari  (rev.)  and  date  Saka  1648  (obv.) 


b)  The  issues  bearing  the  new  name  of  the  Queen  - Pramathesvari  - 
were  struck  first  in  Saka  1648  (A.D.  1726).  These  also  refer 
to  her  as  mahisi.  Both  these3varieties  bear  legend  in  Sanskrit 
language  and  Assamese  script.  Taken  together,  they. also 
indicate  that  the  Queen  was  renamed  as  Pramathesvari  in  Saka 
1648,  sometime  after  the  issues  bearing  her  first  name 
Phulesvari  were  issued. 
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With  Queen's  name  Pramathesvari  (rev.)  and  date  Saka  1649  (obv.) 

c)  Another  variety  of  the  coins  bearing  the  new  name  of  the 
Queen,  with  the  subordinate  regal  title  shah  (a  variant  of 
Sanskrit  raja)  was  issued  in  Persian  first  in  Saka  1649,  in 
round  shape,  from  Rangpur  mint.  This  type  refers  to  the 
Queen  as  moon-faced. 4 

The  coins  of  Siva  Simha  and  Phulesvari,  of  the  type  of  Saka  1646, 
were  issued  every  year  until  Saka  1650.  The  second  variety  of  the 
joins  with  the  new  name  Pramathesvari  are  found  for  all  years  from 
Saka  1648  until  her  death  in  Saka  1653  (A.D.  1731),  for  all  Assam- 
ese legend  coins. 5 The  third  variety  of  the  Persian  type  was  re- 
peated only  in  Saka  1651  (A.D.  1729),  for  square  Persian  legend 
coins  from  the  mint  at  Garhgaon.0  It  is,  indeed,  rather  surprising 
that  none  of  the  subsequent  Assamese  legend  coins  bear  either  shah 
for  the  Queen  or  its  equivalent  Sanskri t-Assamese  title  raja. 

The  importance  of  the^coins  of  Siva  Simha  and  Phulesvari  alias  Prama- 
thesvari of  the  year  Saka  1649,  particularly  the  Persian  legend 
coins,  was  not  realised  earlier.'  The  evidence  of  these  coins,  how- 
ever, is  very  important  for  the  history  of  this  reign.  These  coins 
provide  a definite  point  from  where  the  gradual  rise  of  Queen  Phules- 
vari to  power  can  be  worked  out.  They  also  help  us  to  fix  more  ac- 
curately the  dates  of  some  of  the  contemporary  works^  and  some  events 
of  this  reign. 0 Most  of  these  dates  could  not  be  fixed  earlier  as 
the  importance  of  the  evidence  of  these  coins  was  not  realised. 

Why  was  the  name  Phulesvari  changed  to  Pramathesvari  in  1648?  What 
was  the  reason  behind  the  issue  of  the  Persian  coins  bearing  the 
Queen's  new  name  with  the  title  shah  in  1649?  Why  was  the  Persian 
type  repeated  in  Saka  1651,  but  a legend  of  this  type  was  never 
placed  on  the  coins  bearing  Assamese  legend?  Why  the  Persian  legend 
coins,  of  Saka  1651,  also  indicate  that  they  were  struck  on  orders 
of  the  Queen?  We  have  tried  to  answer  some  of  these  questions  else- 
where. 

Assamese  chronicles  are  not  of  much  use  to  help  answer  these  questions. 
They  simply  say  that  the  Queen  was  renamed  bararaja  and  Pramathes- 
vari , and  given  the  Chhatra  (royal  parasol)  and  Simhasana  (throne). 

A contemporary  poet,  who  is  earlier  than  most  chronicles,  dealing^ 
with  this  reign,  says  that  she  was  given  the  Chhatra  and  the  Simhasana 
for  her  beauty  and  qualities.10  „ This  is  not  cprrect.  In  our  opinion, 
the  Queen's  initiation  into  the  Sakta  faith  in  Saka  1648,  necessitated 
the  change  of  her  name.  Hence  she  was  named  Pramathesvari.  Perhaps 
to  mark  her  conversion  and  to  publicise  her  new  name,  the  Assamese 
legend  coins  of  the  second  variety  were  issued.  Later,  however,  the 
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following  year,  it  was  pointed  out  to  the  King  that  Krishnarama  was 
brought  to  initiate  the  King  and  not  his  Queen.  Siva  Simha,  therefore, 
in  order  to  fulfill  his  promise  to  his  father,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  A.D.  1714,  conferred  the  title  shah  (or  raja)  on  his  Queen, 
perhaps  much  against  his  wishes. 12  Since  the  King  did  not  want  to 
publicise  the  kingship  conferred  on  his  Queen,  he  got  a new  coin  type 
struck  later  in  Saka  1649,  with  a legend  in  Persian.  This  was  again 
repeated  in  1651,  probably  only  to  provide  her  some  sort  of  a con- 
tinued nominal  sovereign  status.  Once  the  Queen  was  made  a shah  the 
question  of  her  status  vis  a vis  other  Ahom  rajas  belonging  to  the 
royal  family  came  up.  Hence  she  was  made  or  called  bararaja 13  or 
"big  king",  sometime  between  Saka  1649  and  1651.  In  a Canon  Inscrip- 
tion of_1651  (A.D.  1729)  she  is  styled  as  famous  brihadraf-pa  (or 
bararaja)  This  shows  that  she  must  have  been  given  this  superior 
status  vis  a vis  other  Ahom  rajas  either  at  the  time  she  was  made 
shah  in  1649  (A.D.  1727),  or  shortly  afterwards,  otherwise  perhaps  the 
adjective  "famous"  could  not  have  been  used.  The  Sanskritised  form  of 
Assamese  bararaja  is  again  used  for  the  queen  in  a Kettle  Drum  Inscrip- 
tion of  a §aka  year  corresponding  to  A.D.  1730.15 

Some  Annamese  Chronicles,  and  many  modern  historians  following  them, 
believe  that  Phulesvari  alias  Pramathesvari , after  her  death  in  A.D. 
1731,  was  followed  as  bararaja  by  the  two  subsequent  Queens,  Ambika 
and  Sarvesvari . This  is  not  supported  by  the  available  numismatic 
and  epi graphic  evidence.  None  of  these  two  queens  are  mentioned  as 
shah  {or  raja)  on  available  coins.  This  shows  that  Phulesvari  alias 
Pramathesvari  was  made  shah  and  bararaja  under  very  special  circum- 
stances and  the  King  deliberately  avoided  to  honour  his  subsequent 
Queens  in  that  manner.  It  has  also  to  be  noted  that  there  is  no 
evidence  to  suggest  that  the  King  was  pushed  into  background  and  the 
authority  was  assumed  by  his  Queens,  one  after  the  other. 
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FRENCH  INDO  CHINE 


EMERGENCY  COINAGE  1938-1941...? 


Anton  Fox,  Seattle,  Washington , NI  # 1126 


There  are  two  roads  which  we  can  follow  in  a logical  relationship  deal- 
ing with  the  French  Indo  Chine  coinage  5,  10,  and  20  centimes  dated 
1938  to  1941  in  zinc/lead.  First  that  they  are  of  the  contemporary 
counterfeit  class,  as  the  appear  to  be  cast  in  a zinc/lead  compound. 

If  so,  we  could  stop  this  article  here.  Second,  that  these  might  be 
"Emergency  Coinage" used  during  World  War  II,  due  to  a coinage  shortage. 

On  page  62  in  A Guide  Book  of  Modem  European  Coins  by  Robert  P.  Harris, 
1965,  Mr.  Harris  states:  "During  World  War  II  various  older  issues 

were  coins  in  zinc.  These  were  made  from  dies  created  from  molds  of 
existing  coins  and  were  issued  as  Emergency  Coinage."  There  was  no 
attempt  to  list  any  of  these. 

The  following  is  a listing  of  coins  which  I have  examined  along  with 
my  findings  and  opinions,  based  upon  my  tests  and  those  of  other  col- 
lectors : 


ITEM 

DIAM.  MM 

THICK.  MM 

WTS . GRS . 

S.G. 

5C 

1938 

23.5 

1.5 

3.73 

NA 

1938 

23. 3/. 5 

1. 9/2.0 

3.76 

6.37 

1938 

23. 4/. 6 

2.0 

3.74 

6.45 

1939 

23.5 

1.75 

4.00 

NA 

1939 

24.0 

1.5 

3.61 

NA 

1939 

23.6/24.0 

2.0/. 1 

4.05 

6.05 

10C 

1939 

18.2 

1.8/. 9 

3.0 

8.33 

20C 

1939 

28.9 

1.75 

5.24 

NA 

1939 

28.75 

1.75 

5.01 

NA 

1939 

285./29.1 

2.25 

5.05 

6.23 

1941S 

28.8 

1.85 

5.37 

NA 
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It  appears  that  these  were  cast  in  a two-step  process.  The  outer  layer 
of  the  "sandwich"  composition  i s of  a finer  grained  metal  with  a 
slight  silvery  appearance,  the  inner  portion  of  the  coins  are  of  a 
darker  grainier  metal,  which  seems  to  comprise  the  bulk  of  the  coins. 
Since  most  of  the  coins  do  make  a slight  lead-like  mark  when  the  edge 
is  rubbed  on  paper,  it  appears  that  some  amount  of  lead  was  used  in 
their  composition,  but  the  specific  gravity  measurements  indicate 
that  the  coins  are  even  lighter  than  zinc.  This  could  be  due  to  some 
air  bubbles  entrapped  within  the  layering,  therefore,  making  them 
appear  to  have  a lower  specific  gravity  than  they  should  have. 

When  these  coins  were  brand  new,  they  might  have  looked  like  the  gen- 
uine article  and  been  undetectable  to  the  average  eye.  Due  to  the 
unanswered  question  of  their  original  purpose,  they  are  sure  to  re- 
main controversial  for  some  time  to  come. 

If  you  have  knowledge  regarding  the  origin  of  these  coins  in  question, 
or  are  able  to  clarify  Mr.  Robert  P.  Harris'  reference  to  them  being 
Emergency  Coinage,  I would  like  to  hear  from  you. 

********************************************************************** 


NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"Wang  Mang's  innovations  in  the  coinage  were  no  less  radical  than  those 
he  introduced  in  other  fields.  In  AD  7 he  introduced  three  new  pieces 
(two  knife-coins  and  a round  coin),  meant  to  circulate  along  with  the 
5-s/zu  coin.  In  AD  9 he  abolished  the  knife-coins  and  the  5 -shu  piece 
and  introduced  six  types  of  round  coins  ( oh'uan ) and  ten  types  of  spade- 
coins  [pu) . Further  changes  were  made  in  AD  14  thus  completely  up- 
setting Chinese  currency.  In  the  end,  people,  anxiously  prayed  for 
the  return  of  the  5 -shu  coin.  It  was  reintroduced  after  the  fall  of 
Wang  Mang  and  remained  the  standard  piece,  or  at  least  the  basic  unit, 
until  about  600.  Round  coins  of  very  large  denominations  were  issued 
in  the  fifth  century,  but  their  importance  in  actual  use  was  slight." 


Taken  from  p.  723,  History  of  Man- 
kind Volume  2 The  Ancient  World,  by 
Luigi  Pareti , Paolo  Brezzie  and 
Lucianno  Petech.  (New  York:  Harper 
& Row,  Publishers  1965). 


(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hebert) 
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THE  SNOW  LION  ON  TIBETAN  COINS 


Wolfgang  Bertsch,  Darmstadt , Germany , NI  # 2067 

After  the  13th  Dalai  Lama  returned  to  Lhasa  from  his  exile  in  Peking 
(Beijing)  in  November  1909,  the  first  coins  showing  the  snow  lion  on 
the  obverse  were  struck  in  Tibet  (Fig.  1)1. 


Fig.  1.  One  Srang  coin  dated  15-43  (1909)  in  silver 
(Diameter:  34.8mm;  Weight:  19.28  g.). 

Tibet  's  first  silver  coin  to  show  the  snow 
lion  on  the  obverse. 


The  snow  lion,  mostly  referred  to  as  "the  white  lioness"  (Tib.  sehge- 
dkarmo),  was  certainly  known  in  Tibet  before  Buddhism  was  introduced 
to  this  country  during  king  Srongtsan  Gampo's  reign  (ca.  629-650) ^ . 

It  is  believed  to  live  high  in  the  mountains,  near  the  glaciers,  the 
glacier  water  sometimes  being  compared  to  or  even  taken  for  the  lion- 
ess' milk3.  The  favorite  abode  of  snow  lions  is  Mt.  Kailash  (Tib. 
gans  te-si).  In  western  Tibetan  versions  of  the  Gesar  saga,  the  snow 
lion  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  four  directions,  to- 
gether with  three  other  mythological  animals  (tiger,  Garuda  and  "fish 
with  the  golden  eyes"),  Mt.  Kailash  forming  the  centre  of  the  universe 
This  belief  may  have  been  behind  the  design  of  the  coins  illustrated 
in  Fig.  2,  showing  the  snow  lion  with  Mt.  Kailash  in  the  background. 


Fig.  2.  Left:  Obverse  of  3 Srang  silver  coin , struck  between  1935 

and  1946  (diam:  31mm).  Right:  10  Srang  billon  coin,  struck 

in  1948  (diam:  32.5mm).  Photos  enlarged. 
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After  the  introduction  of  Buddhism  into  Tibet,  the  snow  lion  adopted 
some  Buddhist  features.  Often  lions  were  represented  in  Indian  Budd- 
hist art  as  animals  supporting  Buddha'a  throne.  The  most  famous  budd- 
hist  lions,  however,  are  represented  at  the  Ashoka  pillar  from  Sarnath, 
where  they  probably  represent  the  spread  of  Dharma  (Buddhist  teaching). 
This  lion  capital  was  later  adopted  as  the  symbol  of  India  and  figures 
on  most  modern  Indian  coins. 

Certain  deities  of  the  Mahayana  use  a lion  as  their  vehicle,  among 
others  the  Boddhisatva  Avaloki tesvara  (Tib.  sPyan-ras  gzigs,  pronounced 
"Chinrezig") . Since  the  Dalai  Lama  is  considered  to  be  an  incarnation 
of  Avalakitesvara,  the  lion  becomes  associated  with  the  Religious  and 
Political  leader  of  Tibet^. 

A Tibetan  from  Kham  (eastern  Tibet)  once  told  me  the  following  proverb: 
"While  the  snow  lion  is  having  his  breakfast,  the  blue  turquoise  dragon 
cannot  make  any  sound  (i.e.  produce  any  thunder). "6  Apart  from  hint- 
ing at  the  fact  that  there  are  no  thunder  storms  in  early  morning  times, 
this  proverb  illustrates  the  superiority  of  the  snow  lion  over  the 
dragon.  The  belief  in  the  power  of  the  snow  lion  as  being  superior  to 
that  of  the  dragon  may  have  played  a part  when  the  snow  lion  was  chosen 
as  the  symbol  of  Tibet  and  its  leader  on  the  coin  issues  of  1909:  a 

few  years  earlier  the  Chinese  had  introduced  their  new  coinage  showing 
a dragon  as  the  symbol  of  the  imperial  power  in  China.  The  Chinese 
must  have  been  aware  of  the  challenge  presented  by  the  snow  lion,  when 
in  1910  they  issued  a series  of  coins  for  Tibet  bearing  a dragon  on  the 
obverse  (Y  nos.  4,  4A,  5 and  6). 

In  conclusion,  one  can  say  that  the  snow  lion  as  it  can  be  seen  on 
Tibet's  modern  coins  can  be  interpreted  as  one  of  the  guardians  of 
Tibet,  also  symbolizing  Tibet's  power  (the  more  traditional,  pre-Budd- 
hist aspect  of  the  lion)  and  as  symbolizing  the  religious  and  political 
authority  of  the  Dalai  Lama  (the  more  modern,  Buddhis  aspect  of  the 


Notes  and  references. 

1)  W.  Bertsch,  "Varieties  of  Tibet's  Srang  Issues",  NI  Bulletin , Vol. 
20,  Nr.  1 (Jan.  1986),  p.  7-12. 

2)  R.  A.  Stein,  comparing  Iranian  customs  of  celebrating  the  New  Year 

with  those  prevailing  in  Tibet,  notes  the  existence  of  a lion 
dance  in  Tibet  and  concludes:  "There  are  no  lions  in  Tibet.  The 

lion  is  only  known  there  as  a legendary  creature.  A good  deal  of 
its  folklore  is  evidently  of  Indian  origin,  but  the  New  Year  fes- 
tivities show  that  Iran  had  a hand  in  it,  too."  (R.  A.  Stein, 
Tibetan  Civilization,  London  1972,  p.  219). 

3)  R.  A.  Stein,  op.  cit.,  p.  43  and  218. 

4)  G.  Tucci , Tibetan  Painted  Sevolls,  Vol.  II,  Rome  1949,  p.  719  and 
R.  A.  Stein,  op.  cit.,  p.  209. 

The  reverse  of  the  Tibetan  50  Tam  banknote  (issued  between  1926 
and  1941)  shows  three  of  these  guardian  animals:  snow  lion,  tiqer 

and  Garuda;  instead  of  the  golden  eyed  fish  a dragon  can  be  seen. 

5)  The  Dalai  Lama'a  throne  is  sometimes  called  "the  throne  of  the 
fearless  lion"  (Tib.  'jigs-med  seng-ge'i  khri).  See  the  passage 
of  the  Mi-dbang  rtogs-brjod  as  quoted  by  Ahmad  Zahi ruddin,  "The 
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Historical  Status  of  China  in  Tibet",  in:  Tibet  Journal , Vol . I, 

Nr.  1,  Jul./Sept.  1975,  p.  30  and  35. 

6)  My  thanks  go  to  Anak  Dorje  Namgyal  for  drawing  my  attention  to  this 
proverb  and  for  quoting  it  to  me. 

7)  The  Tibetan  national  flag  as  used  by  the  Tibetan  government  in 
exile  shows  a pair  of  snow  lions  which  are  interpreted  as  follows: 
"The  valiant  stance  of  a pair  of  fearless  snow-lions  ...  symbolizes 
the  complete  victory  over  all  by  the  deeds  of  the  combined  spirit- 
ual and  secular  ruling  government."  (Library  of  Tibetan  Works  and 
Archives,  Tibetan  National  Flag,  Dharamsala  1980). 

*********************************************************************** 

NE 

William  Snyder,  Cookeville , Tennessee,  NI  # 2342 

Many  collectors  are  familiar  with  countermarked  Spanish  silver.  In 
particular,  many  have  pieces  marked  for  use  in  China  (chopmarked)  and 
those  to  be  used  in  the  Philippines. 

Of  course,  many  other  places  decided  to  place  stamps  on  Spanish  coins. 

For  example,  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  (makers  of  Pine  Tree  shil- 
lings, etc.)  once  authorized  the  marking  of  "good"  Spanish  silver. 

In  October  of  1672,  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  contracted  with  2 sil- 
versmiths to  check  "pieces  of  eight",  and  to  stamp  the  initials  NE 
(New  England)  on  those  of  full  weight  and  fineness. 

"It  is  therefore  Ordered  by  this  Court  & the  authority 
thereof,  that  all  peeces  of  eight  that  are  of  full  weight  & 
good  siluer,  that  is  sixe  shillings  of  new  England  money,  of 
mexico,  sivil  & pillar,  & so  all  lesser  peeces  of  each  Sort 
shall  passe  in  this  jurisdiction  as  Current  as  our  oune 
money. " 

"Mr.  John  Hull  and  Mr.  Robert  Saunderson"  were  authorized 
to  "haue  a stampe  affixt  vpon  them,  wch  shall  be  NE:  to 
euidence  that  are  of  right  allay,  and  due  weight...".* 

It  is  not  known  if  the  two  silversmiths  actually  followed  through. 

As  Robert  Vlack  says  "...no  coins  are  available  to  prove  this  act 
was  put  into  effect."  ** 


* Sylvester  S.  Crosby  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  1875. 

**  Robert  A.  Vlack  Early  American  Coins,  1965. 

•k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k  •k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k’k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON/ELIZABETH  II  CONNECTION:  In  1976  the  Isle  of  Man 

issued  a Crown  commemorating  the  Bicentennial  of  USA  independence. 

It  pictured  Queen  Elizabeth  II  on  the  obverse  and  President  George 
Washington  on  the  reverse.  They  share  common  ancestry  through  Augus- 
tine Warner,  first  of  Northamptonshire  and  then  thru  a royal  grant  of 
land  in  Virginia. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutchev Lincoln 3 Nebraska , NI  ft 1289 

NO.  69  - THEODORE  ANGELUS  COMNENUS  DUCAS  (1222-1230) 

When  Constantinople  fell  in  1204,  Michael  Angelus,  who  was  a cousin 
of  the  Emperors  Isaac  II  and  Alexius  III,  established  the  Despotate 
of  Epirus.  Michael  was  succeeded  by  his  half-brother,  Theodore  Com- 
nenus  Ducas,  sometime  in  1215.  But,  once  Theodore  was  in  possession 
of  Thessalonica  in  1222,  he  caused  himself  to  be  crowned  "Emperor  of 
the  Romans".  This  of  course  brought  him  into  conflict  with  John 
Vatatzes,  who  had  assumed  a similar  title  at  Nicaea.  However,  Theo- 
dore had  his  eye  on  the  throne  of  Constantinople  and  never  entered 
into  an  open  conflict  with  John.  The  Latin  Emperor  of  Constantinople, 
Peter  of  Courtenay,  just  after  his  coronation  by  the  Pope  in  Rome, 
was  captured  by  Theodore  in  one  of  his  more  famous  exploits  while 
Peter  was  returning  to  his  capital.  After  this  the  Latin  rulers 
formed  an  alliance  with  the  powerful  Bulgarian  Tzar,  John  Asen  II. 
During  the  Bulgarian  war,  Theodore  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Tzar, 
who  blinded  him  and  threw  him  into  prison.  The  throne  of  Thessa- 
lonica then  passed  into  the  hands  of  Theodore's  brother,  Manuel 
Angelus. 


The  Coinage 


AR  Trachy 


Type  A 

Obverse:  IC  XC  in  field.  The  bearded  and  nimbate  Christ  seated 

on  a throne  without  a back.  His  right  hand  is  raised 
in  benediction  and  his  left  holds  the  Gospels. 


Reverse:  06OAIDPOCAWKA  OAriOCAIMITPIOC — or  var.  Full-length 

figure  of  the  emperor  on  the  left  and  of  St.  Demetrius, 
beardless  and  nimbate  on  the  right.  They  hold  between 
them  a long  cross  within  a circle  that  has  a triangular 
decoration' on  the  shaft.  St.  Demetrius  is  standing  on 
a dais  and  holding  a sword  in  his  left  hand  that  is 
resting  over  his  shoulder. 


Type  A 


Type  B 


Type  B 

Obverse:  Kf  ©V  H ArHOCUJPHTHCA  in  two  columar  groups.  Full- 

length  figure  of  the  nimbate  Virgin. 
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Reverse:  ©GOAWPOCAecriO  OAHOCAIMITPIOC  or  var.  Full- 

length  figure  of  the  emperor  on  the  left  and  of  St. 
Demetrius,  beardless  and  nimbate  on  the  right.  St. 
Demetruis  is  standing  on  a dais  and  is  giving  into  the 
hands  of  the  emperor  a castle  with  three  towers.  The 
Manus  Dei  is  in  the  upper  center  field. 


Type  C 


Type  C 

Obverse:  Kf  ©V  in  upper  field.  The  nimbate  Virgin  is  seated  on 

a throne  with  a back  and  she  holds  a beardless,  nimbate 
head  of  Christ  on  her  breast. 


Reverse:  ©GOAWPOC  AUKAC — or  var.  IC  XC  in  upper  field.  Full- 
length  figure  of  the  emperor  on  the  left  being  crowned 
by  a bearded  and  nimbate  Christ.  The  emperor  holds  a 
sheathed  sword  pointed  downward  in  his  right  hand  and 
an  anexikakia  in  his  left.  Christ  holds  the  Gospels 
in  his  left  hand. 

Bill.  Trachy 
Type  A 

Obverse:  IC  XC  O €MMANyHA  in  two  columnar  groups.  A bust  of 

the  bearless  nimbate  Christ  Emmanuel,  holding  a scroll 
in  his  left  hand. 


Reverse:  ©COAOPOCAWK  OAriOCAIMITP  -or  var.  Full-length  fig- 

ure of  the  emperor  on  the  left,  and  of  St.  Demetrius, 
who  is  beardless  and  nimbate.  They  hold  between  them 
a cross  within  a circle  on  a long  shaft  that  is  decor- 
ated with  a triangle.  St.  Demetrius  holds  a sword  in 
his  left  hand  that  is  resting  over  his  shoulder. 


Type  A Type  B 
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Type  B 


Obverse:  IC  XC  in  field.  The  beardless  and  nimbate  Christ  is 

seated  on  a throne  without  a back,  his  right  hand  is 
raised  in  benediction  while  he  holds  a scroll  in  his 
left. 


Reverse:  ©eOAOPOCA€CnOT  OAriOCAIMJTPI—  or  var.  Full-length 

figure  of  the  emperor  on  the  left  being  crowned  by  St. 
Demetrius,  who  is  beardless  and  nimbate.  The  emperor 
holds  in  his  right  hand  a scepter  cruciger  and  in  his 
left  an  anexikakia.  St.  Demetrius  holds  in  his  left 
hand  a sheathed  sword  that  is  pointed  down. 

Type  C 

Obverse:  MP  ©y  in  upper  field.  The  nimbate  Virgin  is  seated  on 

a throne  with  a back  and  she  holds  a beardless  nimbate 
head  of  Christ  on  her  breast. 

Reverse:  0€OAUiPOCA€CnT  OAriOCG€OAUJP — or  var.  Full-length 

figure  of  the  emperor  on  the  left  and  of  St.  Theodore, 
who  is  bearded  and  nimbate.  They  hold  between  them  a 
cross  within  a circle  that  has  a triangular  decoration 
on  its  long  shaft.  The  emperor  holds  a sheathed  sword 
that  is  pointed  down  in  his  right  hand.  St.  Theodore 
is  holding  a shield  that  is  resting  on  the  ground  on  his 
left. 


Type  C Type  D 

Type  D 

Obverse:  IC  XC  in  field.  The  bearded  and  nimbate  Christ  seated 

on  a throne  without  a back,  holding  the  Gospels  in  his 
left  hand. 


Reverse:  ©eOAUJPOCAWK  ^ — or  var.  Full-length  figure  of  the 

emperor  on  the  left  and  of  the  Archangel  Michael  who  is 
nimbate,  giving  a castle  with  three  towers  into  the 
hands  of  the  emperor.  In  his  right  hand  the  emperor 
holds  a labarum-headed  scepter.  The  Archangel  holds  a 
jewelled  scepter  in  his  left  hand.  The  Manus  Dei  is  in 
the  upper  center  field. 


Type  E 
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Obverse: 


M-P  ev  . 

^ infield,  A full-length  figure  of  the  nimbate  Virgin. 

Reverse:  (0€OAUJPOC?)Ay.  1C  XC  in  upper  right  field,  asterisk  in 

lower  field.  A full-length  figure  of  the  emperor  being 
crowned  by  a bearded  and  nimbate  Christ.  In  his  right 
hand  the  emperor  holds  a scepter  cruciger  and  an  anexi- 
kakia  in  his  left.  Christ  is  holding  the  Gospels  in  his 
left  hand. 


Type  E Type  F 


Type  F 


O Al 

n,  Ar  bn 

Obverse:  10  TP  — or  var. 

C IO 
C 

The  beardless  and  nimbate  St.  Demetrius  is  seated  on  a 
throne  without  a back  and  holds  the  hilt  of  a sword  in 
his  right  hand  and  the  sheath  in  his  left,  which  lies 
horizontally  across  his  knees. 


Reverse:  06OAUJPOCAGC — or  var.  M-P  ©V  in  upper  field.  Half-length 
figure  of  the  emperor  on  the  left  and  of  the  nimbate 
Virgin  who  is  holidng  between  them  a patriarchal  cross 
on  a long  shaft  which  has  a small  globe  at  its  base. 

The  emperor  holds  a scepter  cruciger  in  his  right  hand. 
The  Manus  Dei  is  in  the  upper  left  field. 


Type  G 


Type  G 

Obverse:  1C  x£  or  1C  XC  O GMMANyHA  in  two  columnar  groups.  The 

beardless  and  nimbate  bust  of  Christ  Emmanuel,  holding 
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a scroll  in  his  left  hand. 


Reverse:  QGOAUJPOC  A6CF10THC  KOMNHNOC  O AHKAC  in  two  columnar 

group.  Full-length  figure  of  the  emperor  holding  a 
labarum-headed  scepter  in  his  right  hand  and  a globus 
surmounted  by  a cross  in  his  left.  The  Manus  Dei  is  in 
the  upper  right  field. 


AE  Tetarteron 


Obverse:  -pee 

OAWPOC 

A€CnOT 

HCOAOV 

KAC 

Reverse:  0€OAUiPOCAyKAC  OAHOCAIMIT—  or  var.  Half-length 

figure  of  the  emperor  on  the  left,  and  of  St.  Demetrius, 
who  is  beardless  and  nimbate.  Between  them  is  a patri- 
archal cross-crosslet  on  a long  shaft  decorated  with  a 
crescent  and  pellet,  the  base  of  the  shaft  is  on  three 
steps.  The  emperor  is  holding  an  anexikakia  in  his  left 
hand  and  the  Saint  is  holding  a sword  in  his  right  hand 
which  is  resting  over  his  shoulder  and  he  has  a shield 
in  his  left  hand. 

AE  Half-Tetarteron 


Type  A 

Obverse:  W6V  in  field.  A bust  of  the  nimbate  Virgin. 

Reverse:  AecnOTI  ©eOAUJPOC  . Full-length  figure  of  the  emperor 

turned  slightly  to  the  left,  he  holds  a globus  cruciger 


in  his  right  hand  and 
long  shaft. 


Type  A 


Type  B 

Obverse:  O A 

Ar  HM 
HO  TP 
C 

Half-length  figure 


in  his  left  is  a labarum  on  a 


Type  B 


St.  Demetrius,  who  is  beardless 
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and  nimbate.  He  is  holding  in  his  right  hand  a spear 
that  rests  over  his  shoulder  and  in  his  left  hand  is  a 
shield. 


Reverse:  ©60AIDP0C  KOlvMHMOC . Full-length  figure  of  the 

emperor  turned  slightly  to  the  right,  he  has  in  his 
right  hand  a scepter  and  in  his  left  is  a globus  cruciger. 


Type  C 


Obverse:  O ArHOC  AHMHTP — or  var.  in  two  columnar  groups.  As  on 
Type  B,  but  the  spear  and  shield  can  be  in  either  hand. 


Reverse:  ©60AWP0C  O AWKAC — or  var.  in  two  columnar  groups. 

Full-length  figure  of  the  emperor  turned  slightly  to 
the  left,  he  holds  in  his  right  hand  a globus  cruciger 
and  in  his  left,  a labarum-headed  scepter. 


*********************************************************************** 


Numismatic  Extracts 


"Inherent  besides  in  these  various  elements  of  Ottoman  decline  lay  certain  fundamental 
factors  of  social  and  economic  disruption.  The  first  of  these  was  an  increase  of 
population  exceeding  any  increase  in  the  area  of  cultivated  land.  The  second  was  an 
increase  in  prices,  following  the  influx  of  Spanish-American  bullion  from  the  New 
World.  This  led  to  the  depreciation  of  the  Ottoman  silver  currency  and  to  a high  degree 
of  inflation-common  at  this  time  to  a large  area  of  Mediterranean  Europe. 

"Because  of  the  consequent  economic  crisis  the  Ottoman  government  (following  the 
example  of  Persia)  was  driven  in  1584  to  manipulate  its  currency  on  a substantial  scale. 
Gold  coinage  was  devalued  by  50  percent,  while  aspers,  the  standard  silver  coinage- 
which  was  the  normal  medium  of  the  soldiers'  pay— were  melted  down  and  reissued  as 
thinner  coins  with  more  copper,  becoming  (in  the  words  of  a contemporary  Turkish 
historian)  'as  light  as  the  leaves  of  the  almond  tree  and  as  worthless  as  drops  of  dew.' 
Depreciation  continued  to  a point  at  which  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  Venice  could 
declare  to  Philip  II:  'The  empire  is  so  poor  and  so  exhausted  that  the  only  coins  now 
circulating  are  aspers  made  entirely  of  iron.'  With  continuing  crises  over  the  turn  of  the 
century  it  became  indeed  so  weak  economically  as  to  be,  if  not  bankrupt,  often  unable  to 
pay  its  armed  forces,  and  in  the  prevailing  discontent  the  diminishing  authority  of  the 
central  power  failed  to  control  demonstrations,  revolts,  and  disturbances." 

Taken  from  The  Ottoman  Centuries:  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Turkish  Empire , by  Lord 
Kinross.  Morrow  Quill  Paperbacks,  New  York,  1977,  p.  281. 

Submitted  by  Donald  S.  Yarab 
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Catalogo  De  Medullas  Ecuatorianas , Vol.  1.  By  Melvin  Hoyos-G.,  Victor  Iza-R., 
and  Julio  Estrada-Y.  Guayaquil,  1988.  Softcover,  556  large  pages,  indices,  line 
drawings,  and  illustrations.  Available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North, 
Virginia,  MN  55792.  Price  is  $30.00  plus  postage. 

The  large  pages  are  indeed  large;  9 by  12  inches  to  be  exact.  The  majority  of  these 
pages  contain  photos  of  one  to  five  Ecuadorian  Commemorative  Medals  reproduced  at 
100%  of  actual  size.  The  last  15  pages  of  this  group  are  in  full  color.  The  order  appears 
to  be  nonstandard  (yet,  what  is  standard  for  commemorative  medals?)  but  this  is  not 
much  of  a disadvantage  as  there  are  three  full  indices  (by  date,  location,  and  subject) 
which  allow  the  reader  to  find  anything  listed  with  a few  moments  of  work.  Just 
thumbing  through  the  book  is  a pleasure  in  itself.  It  should  be  emphasized  that  as  a 
catalogue  with  every  item  photographed,  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  the  Spanish 
language  is  necessary. 

For  those  fluent  in  Spanish  the  40+  pages  of  prefatory  material  will  be  a pleasure.  A 
brief,  general  introduction  to  commemorative  medals  with  an  emphasis  on  Ecuador  is 
presented  by  Dr.  Miguel  Dias-Cueva,  the  author  of  one  of  the  first  books  which  covered 
medals  of  Ecuador.  Mention  that  the  completed  series  of  books  will  cover  over  2,000 
Ecuadorian  medals  should  be  of  great  interest  to  those  who  considered  themselves 
"advanced  experts"  when  they  had  handled  a hundred  or  so  different  Ecuadorian  medals 
over  a period  of  two  or  three  decades. 

In  another  section,  co-author  Estrada-Ycaza  comments  about  the  many  qualifications  of 
his  co-authors  and  contributors  while  modestly  ignoring  his  own  superlative  qualifica- 
tions. 

Melvin  Hoyos'  "Historical  Review"  briefly  covers  world  medallistic  history  and  then 
goes  through  several  subsections  which  cover:  The  Colonial  Period;  The  Independence 
Period;  The  Republic  Period;  and  the  first  commemorative  medals,  mints,  and  engrav- 
ers. These  subsections  are  not  long,  yet  include  detailed  references  to  every  printed 
reference  that  I was  aware  of,  and  some  that  I was  not.  Due  to  the  impressive 
knowledge  of  the  author,  this  section  represents  a true  synopsis  of  Ecuadorian  medallis- 
tic history.  Detailed  information  on  the  producers  of  recent  medals  is  also  included  in 
this  section. 

Another  section  indicates  how  to  use  the  catalogue  and  will  be  of  use  to  the  advanced 
specialist.  However,  the  catalogue  is  so  easy  to  use  that  I doubt  many  will  bother  to 
read  it.  Several  pages  are  used  to  define  a conceptual  framework.  Or,  in  other  words, 
how  to  determine  a "commemorative"  medal  from  some  other  type  of  medal.  It  is 
detailed  and  erudite,  yet  in  most  cases  the  differences  are  obvious  and  I doubt  that  this 
excellently  written  section  will  be  used  as  much  as  it  deserves  to  be. 

For  me,  the  ten  page  glossary  was  the  high  point  of  the  prefactory  sections.  It  will  not 
replace  (nor  was  it  meant  to)  Doty,  Frey,  and  Beals,  yet  there  is  more  information 
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included  which  cannot  be  found  in  any  of  those  works.  Since  it  particularly  targets 
medals  it  will  be  of  great  use  to  those  who  do  not  own  the  aforementioned  works, 
particularly  those  who  are  interested  in  Latin  American  medals. 

The  large— eleven  item— bibliography  begins  with  the  1972  work  by  Almanzar  and 
Seppa.  While  some  may  chuckle  at  the  adjective  "large,"  I would  mention  that  my 
personal  library  of  related  works,  acquired  over  a twenty  year  period,  is  composed  of  a 
total  of  five  items,  all  of  which  are  listed  in  their  bibliography.  The  aforementioned 
Almanzar/Seppa  work,  which  was  the  first  book  on  Ecuadorian  medals  available  to 
North  American  readers,  had  a grand  total  of  four  items  listed  in  its  bibliography. 

The  catalogue  does  not  have,  nor  will  it  ever  have  a peer,  or  even  a serious  competitor. 
It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a better  book  on  this  series  and  consideration  of  a the 
economic  realities  encountered  in  book  production  will  indicate  the  truth  of  that 
statement  to  all  but  the  most  obtuse.  It  is  a must  for  those  who  maintain  a serious  interest 
in  Latin  American  medals  and  an  absolute  must  for  those  organizations  which  maintain 
numismatic/exonumismatic  libraries. 

Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero. 


Description  De  Medailles  Russes,  862-1908.  By  V.  Smirnov,  1908.  French  transla- 
tion of  the  Russian  original.  640pp.,  hard-bound.  Available  from  the  Russian  Nu- 
mismatic Society,  P.O.  Box  3013,  Alexandria,  VA  22302.  Price  is  $50.00. 

There  is  no  full  catalogue  of  Russian  medals  up  to  1917.  The  Grand  Duke  had  intended 
to  compile  one  after  finishing  his  coin  corpus,  but  events  intervened.  The  Archeological 
Commission's  1840-1846  catalogue,  largely  Reichel's  work,  is  tolerably  good  up  to  its 
date  of  issue,  but  still  misses  many  items  it  should  have  caught.  Tiregale's  stately  1772 
work  serves  nostalgia  better  than  scholarship.  Iversen's  great  three-volume  catalogue  of 
1884-96  is  the  standard  work,  but  for  personal  medals  only. 

Head  and  shoulders  above  all  these,  on  any  over-all  scale  of  completeness,  stands  the 
Smirnov  catalogue  of  medals  of  all  sorts,  based  on  the  CITB  Mint's  holding  of  dies  around 
1908.  Its  scope  is  the  widest,  its  descriptions  are  precise  and  succinct,  and  its  coverage 
of  any  official  medals  the  collector  is  likely  to  meet  is  thorough,  though  not  absolutely 
full,  for  the  Mint  did  not  preserve  all  dies  (this  is  especially  true  of  award  medals  with 
inscriptions  to  individual  recipients  which,  happily,  are  generally  to  be  found  in  the  big 
Iversen  Corpus).  As  it  is,  the  750  page  catalogue  covers  almost  1400  basic  items  plus 
another  250  odd  variants,  e.g.,  later  copies  made  by  Mint  die-sinkers  to  replace  worn  out 
dies.  A supplement  updates  it  through  a few  additional  years. 

There  are,  unfortunately,  no  pictures  but  with  a bit  of  experience  the  user  will  find  this 
is  no  real  inconvenience.  The  arrangement  is  generally  chronological,  on  the  basis  of 
year  of  issue,  not  date  on  the  medal  (this  lets  all  the  medals  of  the  retrospective  historical 
series  issued  in  the  late  1 700's  stay  together  as  a special  group).  A thoughtfully  organized 
index,  comprising  ten  categories,  each  proceeding  chronologically,  pigeon-holes  each 
item  logically  and  makes  identification  easy. 
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Smirnov's  catalogue  was  the  latest,  and  by  all  odds  the  most  comprehensive,  of  a series 
of  medal  listings  put  out  intermittently  for  over  a century  under  the  Mint's  auspices.  It 
is  a rare  book;  many  major  museums  lack  it.  It  is  printed  on  paper  almost  as  poor  as 
newsprint.  So  for  a lot  of  reasons  we  can  be  grateful  to  Francois  van  Hoof  and  Andre 
Schoevaert  for  providing  a French  translation  of  Smirnov.  It  runs  to  640  pages,  paired 
on  32 1 sides  for  an  8 1/2  x 1 1 inch  format,  bound  at  top  or  bottom.  The  French  text  is  bold 
and  clear.  The  Russian  legends  (xeroxed  at  reduced  scale  from  a xerox  of  the  original 
and  inserted  painstakingly  into  the  master  copy)  almost  always  come  out  satisfactorily, 
though  in  perhaps  five  percent  of  the  time  they  are  muddy  enough  to  demand  a second 
look.  The  immediately  adjacent  French  translation  suffices  in  such  cases  to  resolve  the 
obscurities.  The  catalogue  is  printed  on  good  paper  and  is  stoutly  bound.  The  result  is 
to  bring  within  reach  a heretofore  inaccessible  yet  essential  reference. 

Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander. 

The  Gold  Coinage  of  Gran  Colombia  ( Colombia , Ecuador,  Venezuela ).  By  Frank 
Sedwick.  Maitland:  Frank  Sedwick,  1991.  Softcover,  90  pp.,  224  photographs, 
with  valuations  and  rarity  ratings.  Available  from  Frank  Sedwick,  2033  Cove 
Trail,  Maitland,  FL  32751.  Price  is  $12.50  plus  $1.50  postage  (Florida  residents 
must  include  $.75  sales  tax). 

This  book,  envisioned  by  the  author  to  be  the  most  complete  and  accurate  of  its  kind  ever 
published,  is  for  the  collector  of  post-colonial  gold  coins  of  Colombia,  Ecuador,  and 
Venezuela  from  1822  to  the  present.  Hence,  it  covers  all  the  great  rarities  of  the  19th 
century  (including  some  newly  listed)  as  well  as  the  modern  issues  of  our  own  century. 
All  listings  are  by  denomination  and  date,  with  an  approximate  dollar  value  in  Extremely 
Fine  assigned  to  each  coin. 

The  table  of  contents  is  as  follows:  Foreword  of  5 pp.;  Historical  Background  of  7 pp.; 
Commentary  on  the  Coinage,  4 pp.;  How  to  use  the  Book,  2 pp.;  Republica  de  Colombia, 
6pp.;  Republica  de  la  Nueva  Granada,  8 pp.;  Confederacion  Granadina,  4 pp.;  Estados 
Unidos  de  Colombia,  20  pp.;  Republica  de  Colombia,  19  pp.;  Ecuador,  7 pp.;  Venezuela, 
7 pp.;  and  Bibliography,  1 pg. 

Members  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  this  work.. 

Lloyd’s  Medals  1836-1989:  Awards  for  Courage  and  Exceptional  Service.  By  Jim 
Gawler.  Toronto:  Hart  Publishing,  1989.  Soft  card-cover  binding,  8 1/2  by  11 
inches,  180  pages,  illustrated.  Available  from  Hart  Publishing,  1113  Queen  Street 
East,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M4M  1K9.  Price  is  $29.95  (Canadian)  plus  $3.75 
postage  and  handling. 

This  book  contains  the  first  complete  and  comprehensive  history  of  the  medals  awarded, 
since  its  inception,  by  the  Corporation  of  Lloyd's  of  London,  to  the  unsung  heros  of  the 
Merchant  Marine.  It  covers  150  years  of  marine  history  and  includes  photographs  of 
people,  ships,  and  medals  throughout  the  text.  A 46  page  alphabetical  index  of  medal 
recipients  from  1839-1989  concludes  the  volume. 
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The  author  relied  heavily  on  the  collection  of  Lloyd's  medals  put  together  by  Captain 
James  B.  Hartford.  It  is  the  largest  collection  of  these  medals  in  the  world.  Capt. 
Hanford  is  a life  member  of  both  the  Candian  Numismatic  Association  and  the  Ontario 
Numismatic  Association. 

Short  accounts  of  the  circumstances  for  the  award  of  some  of  Llyod's  medals  and  of  some 
of  the  recipients  are  discussed  under  the  following  chapter  headings:  Lloyd's  Medal  for 
Saving  Life  (At  Sea);  Lloyd's  Medal  for  Meritorious  Services;  Lloyd's  Medal  for 
Services  to  Lloyd's;  and  Lloyd's  War  Medal  for  Bravery  At  Sea.  Good  photographs  of 
both  sides  of  each  medal  type  illustrate  each  of  the  above  chapters.  The  many  short 
stories  of  heroism  and  bravery  document  these  chapters  along  with  illustrations  of 
people  and  ships. 

The  name  "Lloyd's"  is  derived  from  Edward  Lloyd's  coffee  house  which  was  established 
in  London  during  the  latter  half  of  the  17th  century.  Lloyd's  coffee  house  became  known 
for  auctioning  ships  and  prize  goods,  but  at  Lloyd's  death  on  February  15,  1712,  it  had 
not  developed  any  specific  insurance  function.  After  Lloyd's  death,  the  name  was 
retained,  and  from  this  humble  beginning,  Lloyd's  has  developed  as  an  international 
insurance  market.  The  decision  to  bestow  medals  came  about  as  part  of  the  evolutionary 
process  during  the  1830's. 

This  book  is  highly  recommended  for  club  libraries  and  interested  collectors. 
Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick. 


1991  Update  to  Trial  Listing  of  U.S.  Military  Tokens  and  Chits  Used  in  Japan.  By  the 
Cash  Coin  Connection.  30  pp.,  unillustrated.  Available  from  John  Kallman  PSC 
Box  3467,  APO  San  Francisco,  CA  96519.  Price  is  $5  postpaid. 

This  list  covers  tokens,  chits,  and  woods  for  all  known  varieties  used  by  U.S.  military 
forces  in  Japan.  The  tokens,  etc.,  are  listed  alphabetically  by  the  most  important  element 
on  the  item.  When  known,  Cuto  and/or  Bows  numbers  are  given,  including  a full 
description  of  both  sides  of  the  token,  and  includes  construction  material  and  size.  There 
is  also  a list  of  tokens  used  in  both  Japan  and  Korea,  and  tokens  suspected  to  be  of 
Japanese  origin.  It  also  includes  a list  of  U.S.  military  installations;  "J"  numbers;  postal 
zip  codes;  and  IBNS  numbers  for  military  chits. 

Reviewed  by  Granvyl  Hulse. 


Monedas  De  Colombia  1886-1989;  Lista  De  Precios.  By  Dr.  Jorge  Emilio  Restrepo. 
1989  Edition.  Medellin,  1989,  26  pp.,  frontis  and  detailed  pricing  information. 
Available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792.  Price  is 
$5.00  postpaid  to  any  country.  Airmail  or  registry  is  extra. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Frank  Novak,  Box  A3911,  Chicago,  IL  60690:  I am  accumulating  as  many 

examples  as  possible  of  Papal  State  5 Baiocchi  (Craig-170  and  170a). 

My  objective  is  to  detect  and  record  minor  varieties.  All  grades  are 
needed.  I am  also  interested  in  all  other  Papal  coins.  Dealer  offers 
are  welcome. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items 

for  attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  September,  1990  issue 
for  new  rules  regarding  items  sent  in,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address  before  sending  items. 

The  Member  Notice  Page  is  FREE  to  all  NI  members.  We  will  accept  any 
type  notice  except  a For  Sale  notice.  In  months  when  the  page  might 
be  oversubscribed,  research  type  notices  will  be  given  priority  over 
the  wanted,  etc.  type  notices.  Send  notices  direct  to  the  Editor. 

********************************************************************** 
NOAH'S  ARK 


In  1679  the  city  of  Strasbourg  issued  a Taler  showing  Noah's  Ark  and 
the  dove  with  an  olive  branch  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  of  the 
coin  is  an  eleven  line  inscription. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

★★★★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


"Coins  and  inscriptions,"  says  a learned  author,  "tell  no  lies."  I am 
not  quite  sure  about  inscriptions,  for  I have  read  many  grave  stones. 

--Charles  J.  Rodgers,  Coin  Collect- 
ing in  Northern  India  (1894),  p5. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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